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If you or someone you know is the victim of a violent crime, the Maine Victims’
Compensation Program in the Attorney General’s Office may be able to help. The
program provides financial reimbursement for losses suffered by victims of violent crime
and their families.

WHO CAN GET HELP?
Those who may file a claim include:

v" Victims of violent crimes (including OUI) occurring in Maine
v Dependents and family members of homicide victims
v Any person responsible for the funeral expenses of a homicide victim.

Additional eligibility requirements include:

v" The crime must have occurred on or after January 1, 1993

v" Unless the crime is a sexual assault, the victim must have suffered some bodily
injury or a psychological injury resulting from a threat of bodily injury from the
crime

v The crime must have been reported to the police within five days unless the
victim is a minor or there is good cause for delay

v The claimant must cooperate with the reasonable requests of law enforcement
officials in the investigation and prosecution of the crime

v" The claimant must apply for compensation within three years of injury or crime
related loss, unless the victim is a minor or there is good cause for late filing

v' If a victim has insurance and other coverage or eligibility for free care or a sliding
scale that must be applied to an expense or loss before Victims’ Compensation

pays.

WHAT MUST I DO TO GET HELP?
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You must submit an application, in the form required by the Victims’ Compensation
Board. Write or call the Board to request an application; contact information can be
found at this link:

http://www.maine.gov/ag/crime/victims_compensation/index.shtml

You also may obtain a Victims’ Compensation application by contacting the Victim
Witness Program in the office of your local District Attorney, the United States Attorney,
or the Department of Corrections.

WHAT COSTS MAY BE PAID?

To the extent insurance or other funds do not cover crime related expenses, the claimant
may be reimbursed for:

* Medical (including equipment, supplies and medications) limited to 75% of actual
charges in most cases

* Dental charges and replacement of dentures

* Counseling expenses (for victims, for family and household members of homicide
victims and child sexual assault victims, and for family and household members
of the victim who witness the crime)

* Funeral/ burial costs up to $4,500, costs of a marker up to $500

* Lost wages (for victims only)

* Loss of financial support (for dependents of homicide victims)

* Crime scene cleaning costs (bio-matter)

* Repair or replacement of locks or other security devices

* Expenses NOT covered: property losses, compensation for pain and suffering, and
other losses not medically related.

Information compiled by RAINN and last updated December 2008. For more information, visit
rainn.org. © RAINN 2009.

©2009. For reprint permission, please contact RAINN at info@rainn.org. Last updated: December
20009.

RAINN (Rape Abuse and Incest National Network) provides general information that is intended, but
not guaranteed, to be correct and up-to-date. The information is not presented as a source of legal
advice. You should not rely, for legal advice, on statements or representations made by RAINN. If you
need legal advice upon which you intend to rely in the course of your legal affairs, consult a
competent, independent attorney. RAINN does not assume any responsibility for actions or non-
actions taken by people who have used this information, and no one shall be entitled to a claim for
detrimental reliance on any information provided or expressed. RAINN does not endorse, guarantee
or warranty the accuracy, reliability or thoroughness of any referenced information, product or
service.



