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OREGON 
 

 
SEXUAL OFFENSE STATUTES 

 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

 
DNA EXCEPTION 

OR. REV. STAT. § 163.355 Rape third degree, 
 Class C felony 
 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.365 Rape, second degree 
Class B felony 
 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.375 Rape, first degree 

Class A felony 
 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.385 Sodomy, third degree 

Class C felony 
 

OR. REV. STAT. § 163.395 Sodomy, second degree 
Class B felony 

 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.405 Sodomy, first degree 

Class A felony 
 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.408 Unlawful sexual 

penetration, second degree 
Class B felony 

 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.411 Unlawful sexual 

penetration, first degree 
Class A felony 

 

OR. REV. STAT. § 131.125 Time limitations 
§ 131.125(2) - For the following felonies, within 

six years after commission of the offense or, 
if victim was under 18 at the time of 
commission of the offense, anytime before 
victim reaches 30 or within 12 years after 
offense is reported to a law enforcement 
agency, whichever occurs first: 
• Rape in the third degree (§ 163.355) 
• Rape in the second degree (§ 163.365) 
• Rape in the first degree (§ 163.375) 
• Sodomy in the third degree (§ 163.385) 
• Sodomy in the second degree               

(§ 163.395) 
• Sodomy in the first degree (§ 163.405) 
• Unlawful sexual penetration in the 

second degree (§ 163.408) 
• Unlawful sexual penetration in the first 

degree (§ 163.411) 
• Sexual abuse in the second degree       

(§ 163.425) 
• Sexual abuse in the first degree            

(§ 163.427) 
• Incest (§ 163.525) 
 

§ 131.125(3) - For the following misdemeanors, 

OR. REV. STAT. § 131.125 Time limitations 
§ 131.125(8) - If the defendant is identified after 

the period described in 131.125(2) on the 
basis of DNA (deoxyribonucleic acid) 
sample comparisons, a prosecution for: 
• Rape in the first degree, sodomy in the 

first degree, unlawful sexual penetration 
in the first degree or sexual abuse in the 
first degree may be commenced at any 
time after the commission of the crime. 

• Rape in the second degree, sodomy in 
the second degree or unlawful sexual 
penetration in the second degree may be 
commenced within 25 years after the 
commission of the crime. 

 
§ 131.125(9) Notwithstanding § 131.125(8), if a 

prosecution for a felony listed in that 
subsection would otherwise be barred by § 
131.125(2), the prosecution must be 
commenced within two years of the DNA-
based identification of the defendant. 
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OR. REV. STAT. § 163.415 Sexual abuse, third 
degree 
Class A misdemeanor 

 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.425 Sexual abuse, second 

degree 
Class C felony 
 

OR. REV. STAT. § 163.427 Sexual abuse, first degree 
Class B felony 
 

OR. REV. STAT. § 163.435 Contributing to the sexual 
delinquency of a minor 
Class A misdemeanor 

 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.445 Sexual misconduct 

Class C misdemeanor 
 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.452 Custodial sexual 

misconduct, first degree 
Class C felony 

 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.454 Custodial sexual 

misconduct, second degree 
Class A misdemeanor 

 
OR. REV. STAT. § 163.525 Incest 
Class C felony 

within four years after commission of the 
offense or, if the victim was under 18 at the 
time of commission of the offense, anytime 
before victim reaches 22 or within four 
years after offense is reported to a law 
enforcement agency, whichever occurs first: 
• Sexual abuse in the third degree           

(§ 163.415) 
 

§ 131.125(6)(a) - For any other felony, within 
three years after commission of the offense 

 
§ 131.125(6)(b) - For any other misdemeanor, 

within two years after commission of the 
offense  

 
Hall v. Lampert, 100 P.3d 1138, 1144 (Or. Ct. 

App. 2004) (where statute of limitations for 
a sexual offense is triggered by a report to 
law enforcement of an instance of sexual 
abuse, reporting such instance does not 
trigger the statute of limitations for all other 
instances of the same offense (citing State v. 
Hutchison, 31 P.3d 1123 (Or. Ct. App. 
2001)) 

 
State v. Hutchison, 31 P.3d 1123 (Or. Ct. App. 

2001)(victim's report of single incident of 
sexual contact with defendant did not 
trigger six-year statute of limitations with 
respect to other incidents, and statute of 
limitations with respect to other incidents 
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began to run on date such offenses were 
reported). 

 

 


