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KENTUCKY 
 

 
SEXUAL OFFENSE STATUTES 

 
STATUTE OF LIMITATIONS 

 
DNA EXCEPTION 

KY. REV. STAT. § 510.040 Rape, first degree 
Class A felony if: 

• Victim is under 12  
• Victim receives serious physical injury 

Otherwise, class B felony 
 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.050 Rape, second degree 

Class C felony 
 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.060 Rape, third degree 

Class D felony 
 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.070 Sodomy, first degree 

Class A felony if:  
• Victim is under 12  
• Victim receives serious physical injury 

Otherwise, class B felony 
 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.080 Sodomy, second degree 

Class C felony 
 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.090 Sodomy, third degree 

Class D felony 
 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.100 Sodomy, fourth degree 

Commonwealth of Kentucky v. Wasson, 842 

KY. REV. STAT. § 500.050 Time limitations 
No time limit for any felony 
For any offense other than a felony, within one 

year after commission of the offense 
For a misdemeanor offense under § 510 when 

the victim is under 18 at the time of the 
offense, the prosecution of the offense shall 
be commenced within five years after the 
victim attains the age of 18 years. 
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S.W.2d 487 (Ky. Sep 24, 1992)  (held 
unconstitutional; criminal statute 
proscribing consensual homosexual 
sodomy violates right of privacy and of 
equal protection guaranteed by Kentucky 
Constitution.)  

 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.110 Sexual abuse, first degree 

Class C felony if victim is under 12 
Otherwise, class D felony 

 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.120 Sexual abuse, second 

degree 
Class A misdemeanor 

 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.130 Sexual abuse, third 

degree 
Class B misdemeanor 

 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.140 Sexual misconduct 

Class A misdemeanor 
 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.148 Indecent Exposure, first 

degree 
Class B misdemeanor for the first offense 
Class A misdemeanor for the second offense, if 

committed within three (3) years of the 
first conviction  

Class D felony for the third offense, if 
committed within three (3) years of the 
second conviction; or for any subsequent 
offense, if it was committed within three 
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(3) years of the prior conviction. 
 
KY. REV. STAT. § 510.148 Indecent Exposure, 

second degree 
Class B misdemeanor 

 
KY. REV. STAT. § 530.020 Incest 

Class A felony if: 
• Victim is under 12 
• Victim receives serious physical injury 

Class B felony if: 
• Committed by forcible compulsion 
• Victim is under 18 
• Victim is incapable of consent because 

victim is physically helpless or 
mentally incapacitated 

Class C felony if committed by consenting 
adults 

 


